International
Standard

ISO/IEC 40500

Information technology — W3C Web
Content Accessibility Guidelines
(WCAG) 2.2

Technologies de l'information — Régles pour l'accessibilité des
contenus Web (WCAG) 2.2

Reference number
ISO/IEC 40500:2025(en)

Second edition
2025-09

© ISO/IEC 2025



ISO/IEC 40500:2025(en)

COPYRIGHT PROTECTED DOCUMENT

© ISO/IEC 2025

All rights reserved. Unless otherwise specified, or required in the context of its implementation, no part of this publication may
be reproduced or utilized otherwise in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, or posting on
the internet or an intranet, without prior written permission. Permission can be requested from either ISO at the address below
or ISO’s member body in the country of the requester.

ISO copyright office

CP 401  Ch. de Blandonnet 8

CH-1214 Vernier, Geneva

Phone: +41 22 749 01 11

Email: copyright@iso.org

Website: www.iso.org
Published in Switzerland

© ISO/IEC 2025 - All rights reserved
ii


https://www.iso.org

ISO/IEC 40500:2025(en)

Table of Contents

FOT@WOTW...ciuiniiniieiiiininiieriiaiietiesrecessasiessessesassessessessssassessossssasssssessssasssssessessssasssssossssassnssnssosass vi
(1314 e 7o [TTe3 4 [o] o [0 OTPTPN vii
BaCKZBrOUNT ONWECAG 2 ...ttt ettt et ettt ettt te et e ea et et e aaeeaaasnaannatnasnsannaanesnsannesnsesnsenneensennrennns vii
WCAG 2 Layers Of GUIGANCE ..uniiiiiieiieiiieee et ee et e ettt e e e e e et et et et st saasnasnstnstnstastasnasnasnssnssnssnssesnesnesnnen viii
WOCAG 2.2 SUPPOITING DOCUMENTS ..euiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiietetet ettt eueenetnetnrtnttnteatuetnssnstssssssssestussssssssnsenssesssssssnssnssnsenns ix
ReQUITEMENTS FOF WEOAG 2.2 ... iiiiiiiiiiie ittt ettt ettt eeeeeetneaa et et santuntnansansansassensessnssnssnsssensssssssensnnsnssnsensnns ix
ComPariSON Wit WECAG 2.7 ..eeiiiiiiii et ee ettt ettt e eeee e et et et et aanansansansassessententnsssssnssssesssnsesnnsnsensnnnes ix
NEW FEAtUIES INWECAG 2.2 ... ittt ettt ettt et et ettt e et e e et st et eaaseneetaeaesaneenaaeansansennsennsennas X
NUMDBDENNG INWECAG 2.2 ..ttt e e ettt ettt e et e tu et et eaunetaetnsannetaasnsanneensesnsennesnessnsensesnsensenns X
(070] 0} (oY ga g F=Ta o1= T (ol AY 7 Y € 3 PPN X
Later Versions of ACCESSIDIlITY GUIELINES ..iuiniiiiiiiii et et et et et e et ese e et et et sasaesaasnasnaens Xi
T PerCeiVable.. . .cuiuieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiettttttttttetetetetetetetetetesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesene 1
GUIAElNE 1.7 TeXt ALLEINATIVES .. ciiii ittt et et et e e et e et et et et s taeeaaeanstaesaneansenesranennsenns 1
Success Criterion 1.1.1 NON-teXE CONTENT......iuii i e e e et et et et et sna s et stnstasaasnasnens 1
GUIdeling 1.2 TIME-DASEA MBI .. cu i et e et et et e e e e e e s et st st st stasnasnatnstnstnssnsnesnesnasnnen 2
Success Criterion 1.2.1 Audio-only and Video-only (PrereCorded) ....ccuceueiuiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e e e eeeeans 2
Success Criterion 1.2.2 Captions (Prer€COrdead). ...t e e tee et e e et e e e ee e et et etesaasnasnaanaans 2
Success Criterion 1.2.3 Audio Description or Media Alternative (Prerecorded) ......coueiueiiiiiiiiiiiiniiniineeeineeenens 3
SUCCESS Criterion 1.2.4 CaptioNS (LIVE) teuiuniiiiiiiiiiiii e ie et ettt et eteeeeneen et eaeeseasnssnsansensensensensnssnssnnens 3
Success Criterion 1.2.5 Audio DescCription (Prer€Corded)... ..o eiiiiiiiie e iieeiet et eie et eeeeeeeeaereeneanaenasneens 3
Success Criterion 1.2.6 Sign Language (PrereCOrded) ... . ittt eie e eieeee ettt et eneensensensansenenesnsenesneens 3
Success Criterion 1.2.7 Extended Audio Description (Prerecorded)......c.ciuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieirireire e eeeneens 3
Success Criterion 1.2.8 Media Alternative (PrereCorded) ....c.eu it e e e e e ans 4
Success Criterion 1.2.9 AUAIO-0NLY (LIVE) ciuuiiniiieiiieiieii et e e e e et et et et etasaeaneanstnetnsaasaasnasnaens 4
(T To L= T T T IR I AV F=T o =1 o] =TI 4
Success Criterion 1.3.1Info and RelationNShiPS cou.iu i e e et et e e eaeanaanaans 4
Success Criterion 1.3.2 MeaniNgfUl SEQUENCE .....iuiiniiniiii ittt ittt ee e eeeee et et eaesnssnsansassenseaseesnssnssneens 4
Success Criterion 1.3.3 SeNSOrY CharaCteriStiCS ouuiuu ittt iieiieiieiite et ee et et ettt eueensensaeensensensessnsenssnsens 5
SUCCESS CriterionN 1.3.4 OriENTAtION . ccuu ittt ettt et et et ee s eneseneaaeeneeeaenneenasennes 5
Success Criterion 1.3.5 [dentify INPUL PUIMDOSE ...ttt et et ee e e e e e saneaeananeanaanaans 5
SUuCCess Criterion 1.3.6 [dENTITY PUIPOSE ...uiuniiiiiiiiii ettt ee et et e e et et e ensansansanesnsansnnsnnsnnens 5
Guideling 1.4 DiStiNGUISNADLE ....cuuiiiiiiie ettt ettt ettt e et et et e et e ene et et eenneenasnsennsennannaenns 6
SUCCESS CriterionN 1.4.1 USE OF COlOr .uiniiniiiiiiiiiie ettt et et eeeee e et et et et snasnasnsanstnstnsaasnasnasnaens 6
Success Criterion 1.4.2 AUAIO CONTIOL...uuiunii ittt e e et e e e e et et et st stasnaanasnstnstsaasnasnasnaens 6
Success Criterion 1.4.3 Contrast (MiNIMUIM) ... i e e e et et et et s snasneanstssssasnasnasnaens 6
SUCCESS CriterioN T.4.4 RESIZE TEXE euuitiiiiiiii ettt et ettt et et et ea s eneseneaasenesaaennaenasannns 7
SUCCESS Criterion 1.4.5 IMages OF TeXE . ivuiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiii ettt ee e et e e et et et eaaaeansansansansensensnsenssneens 7
Success Criterion 1.4.6 Contrast (ENNANCEA) ... cuuiuiiniinii ettt eeeeee e e e saereaannanaanaans 8
Success Criterion 1.4.7 Low or NO BaCKground AUTIO......cuuiuiuiiiiiiiiiiieiie e et et et ettt eneeneeneansanssenesnssnssneens 8
Success Criterion 1.4.8 Visual Presentation... ... ittt e et et e e s e eneeensenaes 9
Success Criterion 1.4.9 Images of TexXt (NO EXCEPTION) . ..uiuuiiuiiiiiiiiiie ettt ettt e e et et e eneaneeneenneannas 9
SUCCESS CriterioN 1.4. 10 ReflOW. .. ueiiiiiiie e et e e e e et et et st st eneanaanasnstnsrnseasnasnasnnen 10
Success Criterion 1.4.171 NON-TEXE CONTIAST ..uiuiuii it e e et et et et et et eneaneanetstssnsaasnasnaannen 10
SUCCESS CriterionN 1.4.12 TEXE SPACING ceuuituniitiiiie ettt ettt ete et et ete et eeuetaeeneeanetaeesnsenesnsssnsansesnsennsennns 10
Success Criterion 1.4.13 Content 0N HOVETN OF FOCUS ..c.uiuiiiiiiiii ettt et er e e e 11
I 0 11-1 £ o ] LR PPN 12
Guideling 2.1 Keyboard ACCESSIDLE .. .uuniiiiiiiiie et e ettt e e e e et et et et st stesnasnatnstnstnsnasnasnasnaenns 12
SUCCESS Criterion 2.1.1 KEYDOAIT ...oniiiiiiiiiie ettt et e e e e e e e e eet et et st st enaanaanasnstnssnsaasnasnasnnen 12

© ISO/IEC 2025 - All rights reserved
iii



ISO/IEC 40500:2025(en)

Success Criterion 2.1.2 NO KEYDOAIA Trap .ucuueueiueieiiiiiiieiieee e tiete et e et eeee e set et etastastaenesnaanssnstassassesnesnssnnen 13
Success Criterion 2.1.3 Keyboard (NO EXCEPTION) ....iuiiiiiiiiiieiie ettt et e e e e e e e e e e et et et e anaanaas 13
Success Criterion 2.1.4 Character KEY SNOMCULS ...cuuiiniiiiiiii e e e e ee e et et et et e anaanaas 13
GUIAElNE 2.2 ENOUZN TIME euniiiiiieii ettt ettt ettt et et et et e e et e et eaa et aaseeannatnsasnsennasnsesnsennesnsennsannsennees 14
Success Criterion 2.2.1 TIMIiNG AdJUSTADLE ....uuiuniiiiiei ettt e e et e et e e et e et eaneaneanneannas 14
Success Criterion 2.2.2 Pause, STOP, Hite ..uu it et et et eae et e e e e e eansaneaeaannanaannes 15
SUCCESS CriterionN 2.2.3 NO TimMING cuueuiniiniiiiiie ettt ettt teeteteteetertetetuaenssnsanetnsssssssnssnssnsansssrsssessessnssnssnses 15
SUCCESS Criterion 2.2.4 INTEITUPTIONS 1euiiniiniiiiiieiti ettt ee et tet ettt eaenenstnsaneensenssesnssnssnsenssssssessessnssnsenses 16
Success Criterion 2.2.5 Re-aUtheNTiCAtING .....iu it ee et et et et et eneansanaansrneenennsnssnsennes 16
SUCCESS CriterioN 2.2.6 TiMEBOULS ceuuiuiiniiiiiieeieee e tee et ete et eteeetnetstnetesaaenasnasnstnssnssnstesnesnssnssnstnssnssesnesnssnnen 16
Guideline 2.3 Seizures and PhySiCal REACTIONS .....uuiiiiiiiiiiieie et e e e et et et et et e saaanaanns 16
Success Criterion 2.3.1 Three Flashes or Below ThreShold .......eeiiniiniiiiiiiee e e e e 17
SUCCESS Criterion 2.3.2 THrEE FLasSNES cuuin ittt e et et et et et e e e e e et st st saaenasnaannen 17
Success Criterion 2.3.3 Animation from INteractioNS ... .u. i i e e et et et e eaeeaanaa 17
GUIAELINE 2.4 NAVIGADLE. . eu ittt ee st ettt ettt eaeenansanaanssssansssssnssssnssnsenssnrensensnnsnnsnsanns 17
Success Criterion 2.4.1 BYPass BLOCKS ...uvuiiniiiiiiiii ettt ee et et et et e ee e s e et saneanannannanaannes 17
SUCCESS CriterionN 2.4.2 Page Titled .ouueniiniiii ittt e ettt et et ee e e e et eaa et eanensansanssnssnsensensnssnsenes 18
SUCCESS CriterionN 2.4.3 FOCUS OFTBI c.uiuiiii ittt ettt ettt ea st et eaeseaeraeeaesanenaeennsennns 18
Success Criterion 2.4.4 Link PUrPOSE (IN CONTEXL) wuiniiniiiiiiiiiieiie ettt ee et et e e e e e ee e e s st eaeaesnaanaannen 18
SUCCESS Criterion 2.4.5 MULLIPLIE WWaY S . uuiiiiiieieieiieieee ettt et et et e e et e e eeetn et et st stasnasnaanasnssnssnseesnasnasnnen 18
Success Criterion 2.4.6 Headings and LabeEls ....ccu.iiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ettt e et et e e e e eeeenaeeanas 18
SUCCESS Criterion 2.4.7 FOCUS ViSIDLE cuuiniiiiiiiii ettt e et et et e et e e s e s et st st snesnasnaannen 19
SUCCESS CriterioN 2.4.8 LOCATION . cuuiiiiiiiiiiiiii ettt e e et et e i et e et eaesaetn et staststaenasnaanssnstnssnssesnesnesnnen 19
Success Criterion 2.4.9 Link PUrPOSE (LINK ONLY) ..iuiniiniiiiiie ettt ee et et e et et eneansansanernsensnnsnssnsannes 19
Success Criterion 2.4.10 SECTION HEATINGS . c..cu ittt ee et et et et eaeensaneaneanesneanaenanssnsenes 19
Success Criterion 2.4.11 Focus Not Obscured (MinimumM) .....o.ooiiiiiii e e e e e et eee e e anaanaes 20
Success Criterion 2.4.12 Focus Not Obscured (ENhanCed) ....c.couiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e e e eeeean e 20
SUCCESS Criterion 2.4.13 FOCUS AP PEAIANCE . cuuiuiiiieiiteieeieeetetaeteeteeteeteenesnetnstastastastesnesnssnstnstassassesnesnssnsen 20
GUIdEliNE 2.5 INPUE MOAALTIES ouniniiniiiiiiiiie et e et et et e e et e et e et e s et st ststastasnasnasnssnssnssnssesnasnasnsenns 21
SUCCESS Criterion 2.5.1 POINTEI GESTUIES uuiuiiiiiiiieiiiiiiie et ee e tee et et eeteeteenetnetaststastaenasnaanssnstnssnssesnesnesnnen 21
Success Criterion 2.5.2 Pointer CanCellation ... it et e e e e eee e et et et eaeenasnaannas 21
Success Criterion 2.5.3 Labelin NAME ...uiuniiiiiiiee ettt e et et et et st ene s et et etnstnsaasnasnasnnen 22
Success Criterion 2.5.4 MOtiON ACTUBTION «..uuiuiiii ittt ettt et et et ea et et e eaesen et eaesanenneennsennes 22
Success Criterion 2.5.5 Target Size (ENNANCEA) ....cuiniiniiiii ittt e e ee e e e e e eaeaaneanaannes 23
Success Criterion 2.5.6 Concurrent INPUt MECHANISIMS c..iuuiiiiiiiiii e ee e e e e ereeae e aneanaanaes 23
Success Criterion 2.5.7 Dragging MOVEMENTS ..cuiuiiiiiiiieiieiietettie ettt eetetnetnrteteeestnstnsansensreseesessnssnsenses 23
Success Criterion 2.5.8 Target Size (MiNIMUM) ...uu. ittt et ete et et ete et eeneteeeneaneenaennsennns 24
B.UNderstandable ... ..cceceieiiieieiiiieiieiieiieireiiersecrsrsecssssecessasesessasesessasssessasessssassssssasssssssssssssase 24
GUIAEliNg 3.1 REAAADLE ...ceueeeieei e ettt et et et e ea s e et e eae st eaneenesaneenanees 24
Success Criterion 3.1.1 LanguUage Of PaAge ..c.uiuiuiiiiiiiii ettt ee e et ettt e eaeana e et saneenennannsnsannes 24
Success Criterion 3.1.2 Language Of Parts ... iiiiiii et ee et et et e e es e s e eaneaneaneaanssnsannes 25
SuCCess Criterion 3.1.3 UNUSUALWVOIAS . .uuiiiiiiie ettt ettt e e e e e e et et st st eneanaanasnstnsssnasnasnasnnen 25
Success Criterion 3.1.4 ADDreViatioNS ... et e et et et et et e e s et et st et eaaenaenaannen 25
Success Criterion 3.1.5 REAAING LEVEL.....uuniiniiiiiiiieii ettt ettt et e e et et e et e e et e eaeaneaneannaannas 25
SUCCESS Criterion 3.1.6 ProNUNCIATION. ....iiiiieiiie et et e e et e e e e e ee it et et st staenesnaanssnssssassesnasnssnnen 25
GUIAElNE 3.2 PrediCtable ...c.. ettt et et et et e e st e b e ea s e eaaeenesanenaeens 26
SUCCESS Criterion 3.2.7 ON FOCUS ..iiiiiiii ittt et ettt et et ea st eea et seaenaeeansaneennaennsennnn 26
SUCCESS Criterion 3.2.2 ON INMPUT .. ettt et et ettt et ea e ansaneansanesnsnenssnsansenssnsensessnssnsennes 26
Success Criterion 3.2.3 ConsisteNt NaVIZatioN....cc.iiiiii et r et et ereeeeeae e eanerneenennansansannes 26
Success Criterion 3.2.4 Consistent IdentifiCation.......c.viui it e eaees 26
Success Criterion 3.2.5 Change 0N REQUEST ...cuuiiuiiiiiiiieiie ettt ettt et ete e eeteete et eenetaenneaneenaennsennas 27
Success Criterion 3.2.6 CoNSIStENT HEID .ouuiuiiiiiieie et et e e et e e e e e e et et et eaaeneanaannan 27

© ISO/IEC 2025 - All rights reserved
iv



ISO/IEC 40500:2025(en)

GUIAELINE 3.3 INP UL ASSISTANCE 1uuiniieiiiiiiiiei et e ie ettt e et et et et et et eaeanesnatnstassnstsaasaasnasnssnssnssnssesnesnesnsenns 27
Success Criterion 3.3.1 Error IdentifiCation ......ccuiii i e e e e e e e et et et et e e e 28
Success Criterion 3.3.2 Labels OF INStrUCTIONS ..iuiniiiiiii et et et et e et e e e e e e e s et st eaesnesnaannen 28
Success Criterion 3.3.3 Error SUZEESTION ...vuiiiiii ittt ettt ettt et et e et eeaeete et eenetaenneaneenaanneennns 28
Success Criterion 3.3.4 Error Prevention (Legal, Financial, Data) .......ccccuoviuiriiiiiiiiiiieiieeee e eei e 28
SUCCESS CriterioN 3.3.5 HelP.eu ittt ettt ee et et e et s e eaeeaesenenneenesannen 29
Success Criterion 3.3.6 Error Prevention (ALL) ..c.. e ettt et et e e e ee e e e 29
Success Criterion 3.3.7 RedUNdant ENTIY ... cou ittt et et et et et e ee s e enaeeneeeaaes 29
Success Criterion 3.3.8 Accessible Authentication (MiNIMUM) .o..oeiiiiiiii e 30
Success Criterion 3.3.9 Accessible Authentication (Enhanced)........coviiiiiiiiiiiiii e 30

4. RODUSL....cciieiniiiiniiiiieierieiecersatetersasecessesesessesessossscessssssesssssssssasssessasssssssssssssssssssssssssssessssnsnsnssns 31

(11 Te 11T o A I 7o) g ] o -] { | o] (= TP PR PPPRPRRN 31
Success Criterion 4.1.1 Parsing (Obsolete and remMOVEd) ... ... ee e e et e e eaeene e anaanaes 31
Success Criterion 4.1.2 NamMeE, ROLE, VAU ...ttt e e e s s sesesenns 31
SUCCESS Criterion 4.71.3 STATUS MESSAZES wuuttuiirniiueiieiitieei et tteetetueeteetnetuetaaenertnetaeesnsensetaesssensesasennsennes 31

B, CONTOIMANCE . ccuiiiieiiieieiireieierseterersssesessasesossecessssssessssssessssessssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssassssssasnssssess 32

5.1 Interpreting Normative REQUITEIMENTS ...ttt eee ettt ee e e et et et et eaensaneansansaneensnnsnnsnsansanns 32

5.2 CoNfOIrMANCE REGUITEIMENTS iuiuiiiiiiiiii ettt ee et ettt ettt eeeneansaneanssssanssssnstnssnssnsessesssnsensnssnsensenns 32
5.2.1 CONfOIMANCE LEVEL...cuiiniiiiiiieee ettt e et et et et e et e e e et et st st st enasnaanasnstnssnssesnesnesnnen 32
oI A U L o= T= {1 S PP PTPRIN 33
IR Y @010 01 o] L1 (oW o] fo Yol LT PPN 33
5.2.4 Only Accessibility-Supported Ways of USing TEChNOLOZIES «..cvuiuniiniiiiiiiiiieiieeie et e e 33
oI SR \\Lo] g B [ a1 (=T 0 (=T =T o To] - S PP PR PP PPPPRTRN 33

5.3 Conformance Claims (OPTiONAL) ....iu i ie ettt ettt te e et et ettt sansnstnstnssnsensensensnssnssnsenns 34
5.3.1 Required Components of a Conformance ClaiMmi.......ccueiiiiiiiiii et eeee e e e ereeaeaeaneanaanaes 34
5.3.2 Optional Components of a Conformance ClaiMm .......cuiieiiiiiiiiiier et eeee e e e e e erenaneanaannes 35

5.4 Statement of Partial Conformance - Third Party CoNteNT....c.iviiiiiiiiii et ee e e e ee e eanes 35

5.5 Statement of Partial ConformancCe - LANGUAZE ..ccuuiuuiiuniiiiieii et eie et ete et et ete et et etaeesneenetneenaeaneennees 36

o 1V Z- Ty oY o Yo [ =1 o] o 1= RS 36

LI A Y- YoT U] g1 g YA @ oY a 1Y o [T = 4 o) o - RS 36

B. GlOSSAIY cuviniiieinrerrecerentecersasecessasesessssssessassssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasnssssasnssssass 37
7. Input Purposes for User Interface CoOmMPONENTS....ccieiiiiieiiiiiieiirsetecersececersasecessssesessssesosssssssssess 65
A ChangE LOG....cuiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieiersiersrsssrsrssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 67
B. ACKNOWLEAZMENTS c.viuiieiniiiiniiieinieisateierseterersecessssecessssecessssesessssssesssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssnsnses 68

B.1 Participants of the AG WG active in the development of this doCUMENT: ...c.iieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiirie e 68

B.2 Other previously active WCAG WG participants and other contributors to WCAG 2.0, WCAG 2.1, or supporting

P SOUICES tutuiuitntniueteeneueteeneuesetneuesasnsuesessussesnsssssssssessssssssssnssssssssssssssssssssssessssssssssssnssssssnssessssesesesnssesssnssesnsnsens 70

[SIRCH =l o F= o1 U oF=4 (VT4 (o [=1 ¢ I P PP PPPRPRPPIN 71

O 2 1= (=1 =] o et N 71

C. 1 INTOIMATIVE FEFEIENCES ettt et ettt e e et et e et st et eae s e eaaeeaaseneeraenesaneennnens 71

© ISO/IEC 2025 - All rights reserved
\%



ISO/IEC 40500:2025(en)

Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) and IEC (the International Electrotechnical
Commission) form the specialized system for worldwide standardization. National bodies that are members
of ISO or IEC participate in the development of International Standards through technical committees
established by the respective organization to deal with particular fields of technical activity. ISO and IEC
technical committees collaborate in fields of mutual interest. Other international organizations, governmental
and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO and IEC, also take part in the work.

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are described
in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular, the different approval criteria needed for the different types of
document should be noted (see www.iso.org/directives or www.iec.ch/members experts/refdocs).

ISO and IEC draw attention to the possibility that the implementation of this document may involve the use of
(a) patent(s). ISO and IEC take no position concerning the evidence, validity or applicability of any claimed
patent rights in respect thereof. As of the date of publication of this document, ISO and IEC had not received
notice of (a) patent(s) which may be required to implement this document. However, implementers are
cautioned that this may not represent the latest information, which may be obtained from the patent database
available at www.iso.org/patents and https://patents.iec.ch. ISO and IEC shall not be held responsible for
identifying any or all such patent rights.

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not
constitute an endorsement.

For an explanation of the voluntary nature of standards, the meaning of ISO specific terms and expressions
related to conformity assessment, as well as information about ISO's adherence to the World Trade
Organization (WTO) principles in the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), see www.iso.org/iso/foreword.html.
In the IEC, see www.iec.ch/understanding-standards.

This document was prepared by W3C (as WCAG 2.2) and drafted in accordance with its editorial rules. It was
adopted, under the JTC 1 PAS procedure, by Joint Technical Committee ISO/IEC JTC 1, Information technology.

This second edition cancels and replaces the first edition (ISO/IEC 40500:2012), which has been technically
revised.

The main changes are as follows:

— see the full commit history to WCAG 2.2.

Any feedback or questions on this document should be directed to the user’s national standards body. A
complete listing of these bodies can be found at www.iso.org/members.html and www.iec.ch/national-
committees.

© ISO/IEC 2025 - All rights reserved
vi


https://www.iso.org/directives-and-policies.html
https://www.iec.ch/members_experts/refdocs
https://www.iso.org/iso-standards-and-patents.html
https://patents.iec.ch/
https://www.iso.org/foreword-supplementary-information.html
https://www.iec.ch/understanding-standards
https://github.com/w3c/wcag/commits/main/guidelines
https://www.iso.org/members.html
https://www.iec.ch/national-committees
https://www.iec.ch/national-committees

ISO/IEC 40500:2025(en)

Introduction
This section is non-normative.

Background on WCAG 2

Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.2 defines how to make Web content more accessible to
people with disabilities. Accessibility involves a wide range of disabilities, including visual, auditory,
physical, speech, cognitive, language, learning, and neurological disabilities. Although these guidelines
cover a wide range of issues, they are not able to address the needs of people with all types, degrees, and
combinations of disability. These guidelines also make Web content more usable by older individuals
with changing abilities due to aging and often improve usability for users in general.

WCAG 2.2 is developed through the W3C process in cooperation with individuals and organizations
around the world, with a goal of providing a shared standard for Web content accessibility that meets the
needs of individuals, organizations, and governments internationally. WCAG 2.2 builds on WCAG 2.0
[WCAG20] and WCAG 2.1 [WCAG21], which in turn built on WCAG 1.0 [WAI-WEBCONTENT] and is
designed to apply broadly to different Web technologies now and in the future, and to be testable with a
combination of automated testing and human evaluation. For an introduction to WCAG, see the Web
Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) Overview.

Significant challenges were encountered in defining additional criteria to address cognitive, language, and
learning disabilities, including a short timeline for development as well as challenges in reaching
consensus on testability, implementability, and international considerations of proposals. Work will carry
on in this area in future versions of WCAG. We encourage authors to refer to our supplemental guidance
on improving inclusion for people with disabilities, including learning and cognitive disabilities, people
with low-vision, and more.

Web accessibility depends not only on accessible content but also on accessible Web browsers and other
user agents. Authoring tools also have an important role in Web accessibility. For an overview of how
these components of Web development and interaction work together, see:

e Essential Components of Web Accessibility
o User Agent Accessibility Guidelines (UAAG) Overview
o Authoring Tool Accessibility Guidelines (ATAG) Overview

Where this document refers to WCAG 2 it is intended to mean any and all versions of WCAG that start
with 2.
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WCAG 2 Layers of Guidance

The individuals and organizations that use WCAG vary widely and include Web designers and
developers, policy makers, purchasing agents, teachers, and students. In order to meet the varying needs
of this audience, several layers of guidance are provided including overall principles, general guidelines,
testable success criteria and a rich collection of sufficient techniques, advisory techniques, and
documented common failures with examples, resource links and code.

e Principles - At the top are four principles that provide the foundation for Web accessibility:
perceivable, operable, understandable, and robust. See also Understanding the Four Principles of
Accessibility.

e Guidelines - Under the principles are guidelines. The 13 guidelines provide the basic goals that
authors should work toward in order to make content more accessible to users with different
disabilities. The guidelines are not testable, but provide the framework and overall objectives to
help authors understand the success criteria and better implement the techniques.

e Success Criteria - For each guideline, testable success criteria are provided to allow WCAG 2.2
to be used where requirements and conformance testing are necessary such as in design
specification, purchasing, regulation, and contractual agreements. In order to meet the needs of
different groups and different situations, three levels of conformance are defined: A (lowest), AA,
and AAA (highest). Additional information on WCAG levels can be found in Understanding
Levels of Conformance.

e Sufficient and Advisory Techniques - For each of the guidelines and success criteria in the
WCAG 2.2 document itself, the working group has also documented a wide variety of techniques.
The techniques are informative and fall into two categories: those that are sufficient for meeting
the success criteria and those that are advisory. The advisory techniques go beyond what is
required by the individual success criteria and allow authors to better address the guidelines. Some
advisory techniques address accessibility barriers that are not covered by the testable success
criteria. Where common failures are known, these are also documented. See also Sufficient and
Advisory Techniques in Understanding WCAG 2.2.

All of these layers of guidance (principles, guidelines, success criteria, and sufficient and advisory
techniques) work together to provide guidance on how to make content more accessible. Authors are
encouraged to view and apply all layers that they are able to, including the advisory techniques, in order
to best address the needs of the widest possible range of users.

Note that even content that conforms at the highest level (AAA) will not be accessible to individuals with
all types, degrees, or combinations of disability, particularly in the cognitive, language, and learning
areas. Authors are encouraged to consider the full range of techniques, including the advisory techniques,
Making Content Usable for People with Cognitive and Learning Disabilities, as well as to seek relevant
advice about current best practice to ensure that Web content is accessible, as far as possible, to this
community. Metadata may assist users in finding content most suitable for their needs.
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WCAG 2.2 Supporting Documents

The WCAG 2.2 document is designed to meet the needs of those who need a stable, referenceable
technical standard. Other documents, called supporting documents, are based on the WCAG 2.2
document and address other important purposes, including the ability to be updated to describe how
WCAG would be applied with new technologies. Supporting documents include:

1. How to Meet WCAG 2.2 - A customizable quick reference to WCAG 2.2 that includes all of the
guidelines, success criteria, and techniques for authors to use as they are developing and
evaluating Web content. This includes content from WCAG 2.0, 2.1 2.2 and can be filtered in
many ways to help authors focus on relevant content.

2. Understanding WCAG 2.2 - A guide to understanding and implementing WCAG 2.2. There is a
short "Understanding" document for each guideline and success criterion in WCAG 2.2 as well as
key topics.

3. Techniques for WCAG 2.2 - A collection of techniques and common failures, each in a separate
document that includes a description, examples, code and tests.

4. The WCAG 2 Documents - A brief introduction to the WCAG 2 supporting documents and
supplemental guidance.

5. What's New in WCAG 2.2 introduces the new success criteria with persona quotes that illustrate
the accessibility issues.

See Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) Overview for a description of the WCAG 2.2
supporting material, including education resources related to WCAG 2. Additional resources covering
topics such as the business case for Web accessibility, planning implementation to improve the
accessibility of Web sites, and accessibility policies are listed in WAI Resources.

Requirements for WCAG 2.2

WCAG 2.2 meets a set of requirements for WCAG 2.2 which, in turn, inherit requirements from previous
WCAG 2 versions. Requirements structure the overall framework of guidelines and ensure backwards
compatibility. The Working Group also used a less formal set of acceptance criteria for success criteria, to
help ensure success criteria are similar in style and quality to those in WCAG 2.0. These requirements
constrained what could be included in WCAG 2.2. This constraint was important to preserve its nature as
a dot-release of WCAG 2.

Comparison with WCAG 2.1

WCAG 2.2 was initiated with the goal to continue the work of WCAG 2.1: Improving accessibility
guidance for three major groups: users with cognitive or learning disabilities, users with low vision, and
users with disabilities on mobile devices. Many ways to meet these needs were proposed and evaluated,
and a set of these were refined by the Working Group. Structural requirements inherited from WCAG 2.0,
clarity and impact of proposals, and timeline led to the final set of success criteria included in this
version. The Working Group considers that WCAG 2.2 incrementally advances web content accessibility
guidance for all these areas, but underscores that not all user needs are met by these guidelines.

WCAG 2.2 builds on and is backwards compatible with WCAG 2.1, meaning web pages that conform to
WCAG 2.2 are at least as accessible as pages that conform to WCAG 2.1. Requirements have been added
that build on 2.1 and 2.0. WCAG 2.2 has removed one success criterion, 4.1.1 Parsing. Authors that are
required by policy to conform with WCAG 2.0 or 2.1 will be able to update content to WCAG 2.2, but
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may need to continue to test and report 4.1.1. Authors following more than one version of the guidelines
should be aware of the following additions.

New Features in WCAG 2.2

WCAG 2.2 extends WCAG 2.1 by adding new success criteria, definitions to support them, and
guidelines to organize the additions. This additive approach helps to make it clear that sites which
conform to WCAG 2.2 also conform to WCAG 2.1. The Accessibility Guidelines Working Group
recommends that sites adopt WCAG 2.2 as their new conformance target, even if formal obligations
mention previous versions, to provide improved accessibility and to anticipate future policy changes.

The following success criteria are new in WCAG 2.2:

2.4.11 Focus Not Obscured (Minimum) (AA)
2.4.12 Focus Not Obscured (Enhanced) (AAA)
2.4.13 Focus Appearance (AAA)

2.5.7 Dragging Movements (AA)

2.5.8 Target Size (Minimum) (AA)

3.2.6 Consistent Help (A)

3.3.7 Redundant Entry (A)

3.3.8 Accessible Authentication (Minimum) (AA)
3.3.9 Accessible Authentication (Enhanced) (AAA)

The new success criteria may reference new terms that have also been added to the glossary and form part
of the normative requirements of the success criteria.

WCAG 2.2 also introduces new sections detailing aspects of the specification which may impact privacy
and security.

Numbering in WCAG 2.2

In order to avoid confusion for implementers for whom backwards compatibility to WCAG 2 versions is
important, new success criteria in WCAG 2.2 have been appended to the end of the set of success criteria
within their guideline. This avoids the need to change the section number of success criteria from WCAG
2, which would be caused by inserting new success criteria between existing success criteria in the
guideline, but it means success criteria in each guideline are no longer grouped by conformance level.
The order of success criteria within each guideline does not imply information about conformance level,
only the conformance level indicator (A / AA / AAA) on the success criterion itself indicates this. The
WCAG 2.2 Quick Reference will provide a way to view success criteria grouped by conformance level,
along with many other filter and sort options.

Conformance to WCAG 2.2

WCAG 2.2 uses the same conformance model as WCAG 2.0. It is intended that sites that conform to
WCAG 2.2 also conform to WCAG 2.0 and WCAG 2.1, which means they meet the requirements of any
policies that reference WCAG 2.0 or WCAG 2.1, while also better meeting the needs of users on the
current Web.
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Later Versions of Accessibility Guidelines

In parallel with WCAG 2.2, the Accessibility Guidelines Working Group is developing another major
version of accessibility guidelines. The result of this work is expected to be a more substantial
restructuring of web accessibility guidance than would be realistic for dot-releases of WCAG 2. The work
follows a research-focused, user-centered design methodology to produce the most effective and flexible
outcome, including the roles of content authoring, user agent support, and authoring tool support. This is
a multi-year effort, so WCAG 2.2 is needed as an interim measure to provide updated web accessibility
guidance to reflect changes on the web since the publication of WCAG 2.0. The Working Group might
also develop additional interim versions, continuing with WCAG 2.2, on a similar short timeline to
provide additional support while the major version is completed.
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